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This newsletter is a special issue
dealing with right-to-die issues
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What Terri Schiavo's Case Is Really About

  This case is about Terri's expressed right-to-die wishes as expressed through 
the sanctity of the marriage bond in making such decisions. Everything else is 
irrelevant. [Source]

  The case is not about Terri's husband or her parents or the right-to-life 
movement or Congress or the Pope. [Source]

  Three different relatives of Terri's testified in court that Terri clearly expressed 
to them that she would NOT want to be put on life support. [Source]

  Terri expressed her wishes to her husband and two in-laws when their 
grandmother was put on life support against her wishes (she had a "Do Not 
Resuscitate" order). Terri specifically told them that she definitely did NOT want to 
be put on life support like their grandmother. [Source]

  The court has found "clear and convincing evidence" that Terri's wishes was not 
to be put on life support. [Source]

  There have been 19 judges in 6 different courts through 7 years of litigation 
ruling to honor Terri's right to die. [Source]

  Terri's wishes have been violated for 15 years while she has been in a persistent 
vegetative state. [Source]

  Terri's husband has vowed to simply fulfill his wife's wishes to not be put on life 
support. [Source]

Terri's True Medical Condition

  From the brain scan of Terri 
Schiavo's brain, neurologists 
say that the great majority of 
her gray matter where 
thinking and feeling occurs 
has died off and been replaced 
by watery fluid, with no 
chance of growing back. About 
70 - 90% of Schiavo's upper 
brain is gone, and there's also 
damage to her lower brain 
that controls instinctive 
functions like breathing and 
swallowing, according to three 
Florida neurologists who viewed 12 of her CT X-ray scans. [Source]

  A court-appointed neurologist assessed that Terri has no electrical activity in her 
cerebral cortex. [Source]

  Most of her cerebral cortex has been completely destroyed and replaced by 
spinal fluid. [Source]

  Unbiased doctors have determined that there's "no hope of recovery" for Terri. 
[Source]

  Terri is "awake" but "unconscious" and cannot feel pain. [Source]

  Terri's occasional, apparent "responses" are, in reality, random reflex behavior 
common to patients in a vegetative state. [Source]

  Terri's parents believe that Terri responds to them; but experts say it is just 
"wishful thinking." [Source]

  For all these reasons, all therapy would be fruitless and this is why all therapy 
was halted in late 1992. [Source]

  Based on my near-death research, Terri is living somewhere between life and 
death in a limbo-like "Twilight Zone" of consciousness condition (probably in a 
perpetual out-of-body state). Keeping such a brain-damaged person artificially 
alive for 15 years is, in my opinion, the biggest travesty surrounding this entire 
case. [Source]

What Is At Stake

  The ultimate intrusion has occurred by 
Congress intervening in a private, family 
matter in a shameless attempt to nullify 
Terri's end-of-life wishes. [Source]

  The bottom line: Terri is being exploited 
for political and religious purposes. [Source]

  The enemies of a person's right to die use 
words like "Nazi Germany," "torture," 

"execution," "legalized murder," "barbaric," "horrific," etc. [Source]

  But experts know that ending Terri's artificial feeding will lead to a gentle and 
peaceful death for her. [Source]

  Terri's case is not somehow unique. Such decisions to end life support is a 
common one and happen every day in this country. [Source]

  Allowing severely brain-damaged patients to die from dehydration by 
withholding a feeding tube is commonplace in this country. [Source]

  Most terminal care decisions are NOT made by courts or legislators, but quietly 
by families. [Source]

  Unimaginable smear tactics by uninformed people have been used against 
Terri's husband. [Source]

  Make no mistake about it, these uninformed people often reject scientific 
evidence yet attempt to restrict the basic human freedoms inherent in such 
important processes as birth, sex, and death. [Source]
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(1) End of Life Issues in the News

 
   Husband Wins Long Battle To Let Wife Die
 

 (March 20, 2005)

A feeding tube has been removed from a brain-damaged Florida 
woman at the centre of a right-to-die battle fought for years in the 
courts, her husband's lawyer said. A last-ditch bid by US Congress to 
keep the woman alive was "nothing short of thuggery", lawyer George 
Felos said. The court-ordered removal of the tube follows a protracted 
legal dispute between Terri Schiavo's husband and legal guardian 
Michael Schiavo, and her parents Robert and Mary Schindler. The tube 
has kept Mrs Schiavo alive since a heart attack starved her brain of 
oxygen in 1990, leaving her in what the courts declared was a 
permanent vegetative state. Mrs Schiavo was 26 when she became ill, 
without a will or written directive about what end-of-life care she 
might want. Her husband said she would not want to be kept alive. Her 
parents argued that she responded to them and could be helped with 
therapy. Court-appointed doctors said Mrs Schiavo, now 41, was in a 
persistent vegetative state and would not recover.  [Read more]

 

  Doctors Remove Feeding Tube To Allow Brain-Damaged Woman 
To Die

  Legal Battle Still Rages over Brain Dead Woman

  Congress Fails To Stop Removal of Comatose Woman's Feeding 
Tube

  ABC News Schiavo Case Slideshow

  ABC News Streaming Video of Feeding Tube Removed

    (requires Real Player) Download Real Player here (It's free)

 
   Timeline: Terri Schiavo case
 

 

(March 20, 2005)

  Feb. 1990: Terri Schiavo suffers a heart attack from possible 
potassium imbalance causing brain damage and 
persistent vegetative state.

  July 1993: Terri's husband and parents dispute over Terri's 
care. Parents try to have husband removed as 
Terri's guardian. The case is later dismissed.

  Feb. 2000: Court approves husband's request to remove 
Terri's feeding tube.

  April 2001: Higher courts refuse to intervene and Terri 
Schiavo's tube is removed. But another judge 
orders the tube reinserted two days later.

  Feb. 2002: Mediation attempts between husband and parents 
fail. Husband again seeks permission to remove 
feeding tube.

  Nov. 2002: Court finds no evidence that Terri has any hope of 
recovery and again orders tube removed.

  Oct. 2003: Tube removed for second time.

 Florida Governor Jeb Bush signs hastily passed bill 
allowing him to intervene, then orders tube 
reinserted.

  Dec. 2003: Independent guardian finds "no reasonable 
medical hope" that Terri will improve.

  Sept. 2004: Florida Supreme Court strikes down Jeb Bush's 
"Terri's Law" as unconstitutional.

  Feb. 2005: After declining to give the parents more time to 
pursue other legal and medical options, the court 
gives permission for tube removal.

  Mar. 2005: U.S. House passes a bill aimed at keeping Terri 
alive.

 Florida House passes a bill intended to keep Terri 
alive.

 U.S. Senate passes a bill different from U.S. 
House version.

 But feeding tube is removed. Court rules in favor 
of husband.

   More detailed timelines:

 

  Key Events In The Case of Theresa Marie Schiavo

  Schiavo Case Timeline

  Timeline of the Case

  Legal Timeline

 
   Experts Say Ending Feeding Can Lead to a Gentle Death
 

 (March 20, 2005)

To many people, death by removing a feeding tube brings to mind the 
agony of starvation. But medical experts say that the process of dying 
that begins when food and fluids cease is relatively straightforward, 
and can cause little discomfort ... In fact, declining food and water is a 
common way that terminally ill patients end their lives, because it is 
less painful than violent suicide and requires no help from doctors. 
Terri Schiavo, who is in a persistent vegetative state, is "probably not 
experiencing anything at all subjectively," said Dr. Emanuel, and so 
the question of discomfort, from a scientific point of view, is not in 
dispute. Patients who are terminally ill and conscious and refuse food 
and drink at the end of life say that they do not generally experience 
pangs of hunger, since their bodies do not need much food. But they 
can suffer from dry mouth and other symptoms of dehydration that 
can be treated effectively. Once food and water stop, death usually 
comes in about two weeks, and is caused by effects of dehydration, 
not the loss of nutrition, said Dr. Sean Morrison, a professor of 
geriatrics and palliative care at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New 
York. "They generally slip into a peaceful coma," he said. "It's very 
quiet, it's very dignified - it's very gentle." [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Experts: Schiavo Would Die Peacefully

  Schiavo Would Die a Good Death

  Peaceful Death Predicted

  Nurses of Hospice Patients Who Refuse Food Report Peaceful 
Deaths

  Patients Who Refuse To Eat Die Peacefully

  Comfort Measures For The Terminally ill. Is Dehydration Painful?

  What Happens To Patients Without Feeding Tubes

  Path to a Peaceful Death

 
   Decision To End Life Support a Common One
 
 (March 18, 2005)

Hospitals and nursing homes don't track how many Americans die each 
year after being "unplugged" from some form of life support, but the 
number is likely to be at least in the tens of thousands, doctors said 
Friday ... Every day at hospitals and nursing homes, relatives of 
patients who have been rendered unresponsive by a stroke or 
Alzheimer's disease instruct doctors to detach their loved one from a 
ventilator or remove a feeding tube ... "It's so common, many 
hospitals don't require these kinds of decisions to be brought before an 
ethics panel anymore," said Laurie Zoloth, a professor of medical 
ethics Northwestern University. American Medical Association 
guidelines bar doctors from performing euthanasia or participating in 
assisted suicide, but also require physicians to respect a patient's 
wishes to forgo care, even if it is life sustaining. [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Families, Doctors Regularly Deal With Tough Choice

  Decision To End Life Support a Common One For Families, 
Doctors

  Most Terminal Care Decisions Are Not Made by Courts or 
Legislators, but by Families

  Doctors Overwhelmingly Support Ethics of Removing Feeding 
Tube

 
   The Right To Die On One's Own Terms Is The Whole 

Point
 

 (February 25, 2005)

Legal challenges to both the will of state voters in the Oregon case and 
the will of Michael Schiavo to fulfill his wife's end-of-life preferences in 
Florida illustrate remarkable abuses of authority. And the courts have 
said as much. Prolonging both cases with increasingly tedious litigation 
is really more about advancing political and philosophical agendas than 
about honoring the clear wishes of the electorate or those of a 
husband on behalf of his severely brain-damaged spouse. [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Whose Life Is It Anyway?

  Who Controls Your Life Or Death Choice?

  Should The State Make Life-or-Death Medical Decisions?

  Do We Have The Right To Die?

  It's My Life, It's My Decision

  It Is My Right To Die As I Choose

  Right To Die Is a Necessary Freedom

  Who Has The Right To Die?

  Poll Shows Strong Support For Doctor-Assisted Suicide

 
   Schiavo's Wishes Recalled In Records
 

 (November 8, 2003)

It was a somber family gathering in the days after Michael Schiavo's 
grandmother died in 1988. Doctors had tried to revive the woman 
despite her written directive that she not be resuscitated. As family 
talked at a luncheon after her death, someone recalled Terri Schiavo 
speaking her mind. "Terri made mention at that conversation that, "If I 
ever go like that, just let me go. Don't leave me there. I don't want to 
be kept alive on a machine,"' Scott Schiavo, Michael Schiavo's brother, 
told lawyers years afterward. As lawyers and the public debate Mrs. 
Schiavo's life, a look back at hundreds of pages of court transcripts 
reveals testimony largely forgotten in the national debate about her 
right to die. That testimony helped a judge decide in 2000 that Mrs. 
Schiavo, left severely brain damaged after collapsing in 1990, would 
not want to be kept alive by artificial means. [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  No Choice For Terri

  Michael Schiavo Vows To Carry Out Wife's Wishes

  "Clear And Convincing Evidence" of Schiavo's Wishes Challenged

  Keeping Woman Alive Disregards Her Personal Rights

  Family Fights Over Woman's Right to Die

  Our Lawmakers May Not Be Acting In Terri's Interest

 
   The Time Has Come To Let Terri Schiavo Go
 

 (March 18, 2005)

The sanctity of marriage: Remember the recent debate about gay 
marriage and the sanctity of the bond between husband and wife? 
Nearly all of those now trying to push their views forward about what 
should be done with Terri Schiavo told us that marriage is a sacred 
trust between a man and a woman. Well, if that is what marriage 
means then it is very clear who should be making the medical 
decisions for Terri — her husband. But, isn’t it true that tough 
questions have been raised about whether he has her best interests at 
heart? They have. But, these charges against Michael Schiavo have 
been heard in court again and again and again. And no court has found 
them persuasive. Has there really been careful review of this case? Is 
Terri really unable to think or feel or sense? Will she never recover? 
The flurry of activity in Washington and Tallahassee might make you 
think there has not. But that is not so. There have been at least 11 
applications to the Florida Court of Appeal in this case resulting in four 
published decisions; four applications to the Florida Supreme Court 
with one published decision (Bush v. Schiavo); three lawsuits in 
federal district court; three applications to the U.S. Supreme Court and 
nearly untold motions in the trial court. This has got to be the most 
extensively litigated "right-to-die" case in U.S. history. No one looking 
at what has gone on in the courts in this case could possibly deny that 
all parties have had ample opportunity for objective and independent 
review by earnest and prudent judges of the facts and trial court 
orders. [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Life-And-Death Choice Is Tough, But It's Spouse's

  Marital Bond Beats Due Process

  Terri Schiavo And The Sanctity Of Marriage

  Husband Criticises Congressmen For Denying His Wife The 
Right To Die

  Husband Must Defend His Guardianship of Terri Schiavo

 
   Life Support Can Cease If Patient's Wish Is Clear
 
 (March 19 2005)

Legal experts say no more than 20 percent of Californians put their 
wishes about life-sustaining medical treatment in writing. However, 
the Health Care Decisions Law, which went into effect about five years 
ago, established directions for how people can record their intentions. 
The law provides that a person, while still competent, can direct life 
support to be withdrawn under "conditions specified by the person and 
not limited to terminal illness, permanent coma or persistent 
vegetative state.'' Among other things, a person can designate a legal 
surrogate to make medical decisions if he or she is rendered 
incompetent. So-called ``advance directives'' can be obtained easily 
from lawyers, doctors, the California Medical Association and retail 
outlets that carry legal documents. [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Schiavo Case Spotlights Living Wills

  Living Will Laws, Alone, Can't Prevent End-of-Life Disputes

  Schiavo Case Forcing Public To Face End-of-Life Issue

 
   Vegetative State Is Like Awake Coma
 

 (March 19, 2005)

A persistent vegetative state is something different, "sort of like being 
in an awake coma," said Dr. David A. Goldstein of the Keck School of 
Medicine at the University of Southern California. The patients' eyes 
are open, they have sleep-wake cycles, and it often appears that they 
are interacting with visitors, which makes it very hard on families. The 
brain of such patients is functioning only at a very rudimentary level, 
said Dr. Kenneth V. Iserson of the University of Arizona Health 
Sciences Center in Tucson. They cannot feel pain, express themselves 
or receive communication. They may even have grimaces or smiles or 
other facial movements that look like they are reflecting emotions, but 
"there really isn't a significant relationship with the outside world," 
Goldstein said. And the longer the state persists, "the less likely they 
are to come out of it," Keane added. Schiavo has been in this condition 
for 15 years, "and it is very, very unlikely she would wake up," he 
added. Now that Schiavo's feeding tube has been removed, changes in 
her condition will be slow to occur and barely perceptible at first. In 
the first couple of days, she may -- or may not -- feel some pangs of 
hunger or thirst. "Most patients don't seem to give any outward 
evidence that they are in pain," Goldstein said. After a couple of days, 
her kidneys will begin to fail, releasing toxins into her blood stream 
that will anesthetize her body. Soon after, she will lapse into a coma. 
Eventually, she will stop breathing. The whole process could take from 
one to two weeks total. "This is not a cruel procedure," Goldstein said. 
"It is unlikely that [she] will feel pain in any way that we as sapient 
people will identify. Many family members think it is a very comforting 
procedure, ... because this is not the way we think we want to live."  
[Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Terri Died Long Ago

  Experts: CT Shows Little Gray Matter

  Doctors: There's "No Hope Of Recovery"

  Parents' Belief Schiavo Can Respond Is "Wishful Thinking," 
Expert Says

 
   Living in Limbo: Terri Schiavo Today
 

 (March 20, 2005)

In May 1998, eight years after his wife lost consciousness, Michael 
petitioned Florida’s guardianship court. Why? To terminate life-
prolonging procedures. He asked the court to let her die. Terri’s brain 
had deteriorated. Any hopes for recovery, short of a true miracle, were 
gone. Michael believed Terri would choose to die if she could decide for 
herself. She wouldn’t want to be kept alive artificially. The trial court 
determined Terri was in a persistent vegetative state and that Michael 
was right. Terri’s parents disagreed and challenged the decision, 
kicking off court proceedings that continue to this day. On October 15, 
2001, after the Florida Supreme Court denied the last in a string of 
appeals, Terri’s nutrition and hydration tube were to be removed. 
[Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  The Twilight Zone Of Consciousness

  Between Life And Life

  The Vegetative State: A Fate Worse Than Death

  Persistent Vegetative State Raises Ethical Questions

  A Vegetative State Poses Religious, Ethical Quandaries

 
   Brain-Damaged Florida Woman Invited To Testify 

Before Congress
 

 (March 18, 2005)

Senate Republicans, embroiled in the life-or-death legal battle over the 
severely brain-damaged Terri Schiavo, invited the Florida woman to 
testify to Congress in a procedural move intended to keep her on life 
support. The Senate Health Committee has requested that Terri and 
her husband Michael appear at an official committee hearing on March 
28. A statement from the office of House Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-
Tenn., on Friday said the purpose of the hearing was to review health 
care policies and practices relevant to the care of non-ambulatory 
people. Frist's statement noted that it is a federal crime to harm or 
obstruct a person called to testify before Congress, thus stopping any 
action that could threaten the health of the woman. [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Senators Ask Feeding Tube Be Reinserted

  Keeping Politicians Out of Your Final Days

  The Ultimate Intrusion

  Politicians Rush To Write Laws To Run Your Life

  Congress To Intervene In Schiavo's Case

  Politics At The Forefront In Brain-Damaged Woman Case

  Bush Signs Bill to Prolong Life of Brain-Damaged Woman

 
   Bill Could Nullify End-of-Life Wishes
 
 (March 18, 2005)

The law would mean that if patients do not have a living will (about 85 
percent of us), family members would find it almost impossible to 
follow their loved ones' wishes that they avoid invasive tube feeding ... 
It is worth noting that most people, when asked whether they would 
want to be kept alive by a feeding tube if they became permanently 
unconscious like Terri Schiavo, answer "no" ... It would simply extend 
the suffering experienced by her family to countless others by tying 
the hands of those trying to respect their loved ones' wishes.  [Read 
more]

   Related articles:

 

  Can Bush Legally Force Terry To Be Fed?

  Florida Bill Would Dictate Health Care Decisions

  Majority of Doctors Support Ethics of Physician Assisted Suicide

  Time To Let Terri Go

  Rushing To "Save" Terri Schiavo May Not Be Helping Her At All

  A Compassionate Government Would Embrace Death With 
Dignity

  Suicide Law Has Legal Foundation

  Terminally ill Have Right To Die On Own Terms

  Exploiting Terri

 
 For the sake of being fair and balanced, here are some anti-right-to-die 

articles:
 
   Starving Terri Schiavo To Death Would Be An 

Abomination
 

 (March 10, 2005)

Surely Terri Schiavo's God-given and inalienable right to life should 
trump Michael Schiavo's judicially created "right" to kill her, by 
withholding food and water until she expires, based solely on highly 
interested testimony that Terri had expressed an aversion to being 
kept alive artificially and notwithstanding the credible testimony of a 
friend of Terri with no financial interest in the case that Terri 
disapproved of cruel Karen Ann Quinlan jokes and euthanasia. But, 
Judge Greer won't admit it. So it's up to the Bush administrations in 
Washington, D.C. and Tallahassee, Florida and the Florida Legislature 
to act.  [Read more]

   Related articles:

 

  Elites Reveal Similarity to Nazi Germany

  The Torture and Execution of Terri Schiavo

  The Cruel And Unusual Mercy Killing of Terri Schiavo

  Vatican Calls for Keeping Schiavo Alive

  Legalized Murder Looms in Florida

  "Please Save My Little Girl"

  Pro-Life Leaders Working Together to Save Terri Schiavo

  Christian Medical Expert Disputes Secular Views in Schiavo Case

  Congress Invokes Emergency Powers To Save Brain-Damaged 
Woman

  GOP Asks Brain-Damaged Woman to Testify

  Businessman Offers $1 Million to Keep Terri Schiavo Alive

 
   How To Prepare For The End Of Your Life
 

 (March 20, 2005)

The following is a list of resources to help you prepare for your end of 
life.

   Learn more about end-of-life issues:

 

  Death With Dignity FAQs

  Yahoo! News Full Coverage: Euthanasia

  Google Directory on End-of-Life

  Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide (all sides)

  Stanford University's Voluntary Euthanasia Site

  About.com's Euthanasia Laws and Debate

  Hospice and Palliative Care Information

  The Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity

   Learn about estate and funeral planning:

 

  Estate planning

  Healthcare planning

  Funeral planning

  Hospice planning

  Palliative care planning

   Prepare your end of life documents:

 

  Last will and testament

  Financial power of attorney

  Health care power of attorney

  Living will

  Ethical will

  Do-not-resuscitate order

  Organ donation

  Medic Alert's documents service

   Mega-resources for end-of-life:

 

  The award-winning end-of-life portal

  AARP's end-of-life resources

  PBS.org's "On Our Own Terms"

  Eldercare mega-links

  Healthcare mega-links

  Financial sources mega-links

   Dealing with a terminal situation:

 
  A guide to first steps

  Help with self-deliverance for the terminal

   Join End-of-Life organizations:

 

  End-Of-Life Choices

  Compassion In Dying

  Death With Dignity

  Euthanasia Research & Guidance Organization

  Google Directory of Right-to-Die organizations

   Get involved with End-of-Life legislation:

 

  End-Of-Life Choices action page

  Death With Dignity action page

  Partnership For Caring action page

  Compassion In Dying action page

  Final Exit Network action page

 
  Sign up to receive free NDE news email alerts from GOOGLE News

  Sign up to receive free NDE news email alerts from YAHOO News

(3) Books on the NDE

  At the NDE Online Store you can find NDE products 
such as books, documentaries, movies, music, magazines, 
and journals. More NDE media products are coming.

 
   Final Exit: The Practicalities of Self-Deliverance and 

Assisted Suicide for the Dying
 
 by Derek Humphry (Availability: Now)

This is the "Bible" of the right-to-die movement by a 
man who helped his terminally ill wife fulfill her wishes 
to die with dignity. Derek Humphry later began the 
modern right-to-die movement by starting the Hemlock 
Society. "Final Exit" is the most famous textbook on 
dying with dignity. It is the ultimate "how-to" textbook 
selling worldwide since 1991. It provides guidance for 

the terminally or hopelessly ill competent adult who wishes to avoid 
further unrelieved pain and distress. [Read more]

   Final Exit: The Video (VHS)
 
   Physician-Assisted Dying: The Case For Palliative Care 

And Patient Choice
 

 by Timothy E. Quill, M.D. & 
Margaret P. Battin, Ph.D

(Availability: Now)

Medical ethicists Quill and Battin introduce 21 classic 
and new arguments for the US legalization of physician-
assisted dying. They argue that pitting "Death with 
Dignity" laws against palliative care is a false framing of 
the debate. Scholars, legal experts, and advocates 
examine ethical issues, end-of-life options, the views of 
patients and people with disabilities, and the Dutch and 

Oregon experiences. [Read more]
 
   The Complete Bedside Companion: No Nonsense Advice 

on Caring for the Seriously Ill
 

 by Rodger MacFarlane & Philip 
Bashe

(Availability: Now)

Nursing a parent, spouse, other relative, or friend 
through the painful progress of a terminal disease is not 
a road best traveled alone. This book offers warmth, 
encouragement, and the medical, legal, financial, and 
emotional advice you need when caring for an ailing 
loved one. Drawing on the experiences of dozens of 
ordinary people who have cared for relatives and friends 

ill or dying from cancer, Alzheimer's disease, heart disease, stroke, 
emphysema, diabetes, AIDS, and other serious conditions -- along 
with the practical wisdom of distinguished medical, legal, financial, 
and psychological experts -- this sound, compassionate guide provides 
field-tested advice on every aspect of caring for the sick including: 
doing battle with insurance companies, managing symptoms such as 
nausea or pain, exploring experimental and alternative therapies, and 
maintaining cash flow and coping with bills. [Read more]

 
   Long Goodbye: The Deaths of Nancy Cruzan
 
 by William H. Colby (Availability: Now)

In 1987, as a young lawyer, Colby took as his first case 
what appeared to be a simple probate issue - 
guardianship rights of the parents of a young woman 
who was in a persistent vegetative state after being 
severely injured in a car accident. Because the Cruzans 
wanted to remove their daughter's feeding tube, the 
case generated a firestorm of publicity and protests 

from right-to-lifers. Drawing on the taped recollections of Cruzan's 
father and his own records, Colby chronicles the stark human drama 
of a family forced to live its most intimate moments in the courts and 
the media. He tracks the case from its beginning in probate court in a 
small town in Missouri to the U.S. Supreme Court. After three years of 
litigation and seven years spent in a vegetative state, Cruzan was 
finally permitted to die. This is a truly riveting look at the case that 
sharpened public debate about the medical and legal issues 
surrounding brain death and the right to die with dignity.  [Read more]

 
   Dying Right: The Death With Dignity Movement
 

 by Daniel Hillyard & John 
Dombrink

(Availability: Now)

This book provides an overview of the Death With 
Dignity movement, a history of how and why Oregon 
legalized physician-assisted suicide, and an analysis of 
the future of physician-assisted suicide. Engaging the 
question of how to balance a patient's sense about the 
right way to die, a physician's role as a healer, and the 
state's interest in preventing killing, Dying Right 

captures the ethical, legal, moral and medical complexities involved in 
this ongoing debate. [Read more]

 
   Last Wish
 
 by Betty Rollin (Availability: Now)

TV journalist Betty Rollin chronicles her mother's two-
and-a-half year illness with ovarian cancer, from the 
diagnosis to her decision to end her unrelenting pain 
and nausea through suicide. The details of Rollin's role 
in helping to carry out her mother's last wish by 
providing information, support, and the means 
necessary to act upon the decision are widely known 

through prepublication media coverage. [Read more]
 
   Physician's Guide to End-of-Life Care
 

 by Lois Snyder & Timothy E. 
Quill, M.D.

(Availability: Now)

Identifies clinical, ethical, and public policy challenges in 
end-of- life care and offers recommendations on how to 
better address these problems. Part I focuses on 
building relationships among doctors, patients, and 
families, cultural differences in attitudes towards 
palliative care, and what to do when the patient cannot 
speak for himself. Part II presents practical approaches 

to common problems, illustrated with clinical cases in management of 
pain, depression, and delirium. Part III deals with legal, financial, and 
quality issues. Snyder teaches bioethics at the University of 
Pennsylvania Center for Bioethics; Quill teaches in the Program for 
Biopsychosocial Studies at the University of Rochester School of 
Medicine. [Read more]

 
   The Good Death: The New American Search to Reshape 

the End of Life
 
 by Marilyn Webb (Availability: Now)

This book is a full-scale examination of one of today's 
most complex issues: the profound change in the way 
Americans think about and confront death. Drawing on 
more than six years of firsthand research and reporting, 
noted journalist Marilyn Webb builds her account around 
intimate portraits of the dying themselves. She explains 
why some deaths become shockingly difficult - and 

needlessly painful - and how the struggles over end-of-life decisions 
can pit patient and family against hospitals, do [Read more]

(5) Odds and Ends

  The email version of this newsletter is hosted by Yahoo Groups. 
You can visit the home page for the email version of this 
newsletter at Yahoo Groups for more information about your 
subscription. If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, 
just fill out the form below.

  Feel free to share this newsletter with others.

  Search the archives for past issues of the newsletter 

  Send any comments to Kevin Williams at: webmaster@near-death.
com
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human race. 
Atwater shows 

that 
understanding 
the NDEs of 
children can 

help us prepare 
for a quantum 

leap in the 
evolution of 
humanity.

Where 
God Lives
by Melvin 

Morse

Dr. Morse 
presents the 

scientific 
evidence of life 

after death 
which is being 
overlooked by 
skeptics such 

as the 
existence of a 
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the universe. 
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by Michael 
Sabom
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